
  

 

 

 
 
 

CRS Activity 510 

Progress Report 

 

Date this Report was Prepared: 9/27/15 
 
Name of Community:    Ketchum, ID 
 
Name of Plan:  Blaine County Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazard 

Mitigation Plan 
 
Date of Adoption of Plan:   6/30/2015 
 
5 Year CRS Expiration Date:  10/1/2017 
 
1. How can a copy of the original plan or area analysis report be obtained: 
 
Copies can be obtained at the following City Offices at Ketchum City Hall, 480 East Avenue 
North, Ketchum, Idaho, 83340: 1) Planning and Building Department and 2) Fire Department; 
3) from the Ketchum Community Library, 415 Spruce Avenue, Ketchum, Idaho; and 4) on the 

City of Ketchum website at: http://www.ketchumidaho.org/index.aspx?NID=168.  Copies can 

also be obtained in the offices of Blaine County, Operations Department, 206 1st Avenue 
South, Suite 304, Hailey, Idaho, 83333. 
   
 
2. Describe how this evaluation report was prepared and how it was submitted to the 
governing body, released to the media, and made available to the public:   
 
This report was prepared by Senior Planner and Certified Floodplain Manager, Rebecca 
Bundy.  First, the recently adopted 2015 Blaine County Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazard 
Mitigation Plan was consulted.  In addition, data was retrieved from the files of the 
Department of Planning and Building to update this progress report and document the 
number of permits, elevation certificates, log of public contacts, site visits, among other areas 
of the report. Additionally, in the process of this evaluation and report compilation, several 
other employees of the city were consulted and asked for their data, information, reports, and 
input in person and/or via other communication. Those staff include: 
 

 Mike Elle, Fire Chief  

 Brian Christiansen, Streets Superintendent  

 Robyn Mattison, Public Works Director  
 

http://www.ketchumidaho.org/index.aspx?NID=168
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This report was circulated to the mayor, city council, city administrator via interoffice 
communication.  A copy was provided to the local newspaper of the Ketchum, the Idaho 
Mountain Express.   A copy was posted on the City of Ketchum website, under “Flood Facts”, 
“Additional Information” accessible from the web site home page.  
 
3. Provide a review of each recommendation or action item in the action plan or area analysis 
report, including a statement on how much was accomplished during the previous year:   
 

1) “The City of Ketchum will work for increased flood protection of land and 
minimization of flood damage to structures and infrastructure in the City limits.” 

 
The City of Ketchum continues to implement the requirements and recommendations 
of the NFIP through its operations, policies, regulations, and planning for the future of 
the community.  The Department of Planning and Building has engaged and served as 
the central “clearinghouse” for information among the city staff and also as the lead 
contact for NFIP information for the public. This heightened awareness has allowed 
the City of Ketchum to be that much more able to implement the Program at a higher 
level, and we achieved a CRS rating of 6, down from 8, and with a goal to eventually 
reach a rating of 5.  We also have communicated much more frequently with area 
engineers and surveyors to spread information that we receive, encourage them to 
attend workshops we are aware of, and to inform of new regulations, forms, etc. that 
may affect them.  
 
One staff member, Rebecca Bundy, obtained her Certified Floodplain Manager 
certification in November 2013, and she continues to maintain that certification.  One 
of the department’s biggest continued accomplishments is its process improvements 
and system of keeping track of all things related to the NFIP – from  citizen contact 
logs, mapping questions, elevation certificates, building permit processes, and 
increased ability to use the maps and inform the public.  
 
A new floodplain overlay zoning code was adopted by the City Council and went into 
effect September 24, 2014.  In addition, when the 2012 International Building Code 
(IBC) and International Residential Code (IRC) were adopted on January 1, 2015, they 
were amended to fully comply with the floodplain ordinance. 
 
The City is an active partner in the Big Wood River Watershed Study, currently being 
conducted by FEMA and USACE.  Through that process, the Big Wood River will be 
remapped with more accurate supporting data.  In addition, the City has participated in 
a possible Trail Creek Dam inundation mapping study that may be conducted by 
BHS/FEMA. 

 
The City of Ketchum is fully aware of the benefits of the CRS program, its 
requirements, and opportunities. We have and will continue to allocate adequate 
personnel and financial resources to the implementation of NFIP.   
 
2) “The City of Ketchum will reduce potential damage to City infrastructure and 

structures through implementation of earthquake mitigation techniques.” 
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The City has not yet initiated this project due to shortages of staff time and budget. 
 

3)  “The City of Ketchum will reduce the risk of damage to essential City services.” 
 

The City has hired the architecture firm, ZGA, to conduct a preliminary planning study 
for a new public safety building(s) for the City.    ZGA will provide recommended 
locations and programming for the project.  A general obligation bond for project 
funding is likely to go before the voters in May 2016. 

 
4) “The City of Ketchum will protect the Valley’s aquifer and our water supply.” 
 
The City has hired a water consultant, Wendy Pabich, PhD, to conduct a study and 
recommendations for actions to protect the Valley’s aquifer and water supply.  That 
study is well underway.  Upon its completion, actions will be implemented. 

 
5)   “The City of Ketchum will reduce potential death and/or injuries to the public as 

well as protect city infrastructure through public warning systems and increase 
public awareness of avalanche potentials.” 

 
The City has not started a program to install permanent electrically activated 
avalanche danger signs in avalanche areas due to limited staff time and lack of 
funding.  However, with the adoption of the 2012 IRC, the City eliminated the 
exception for single family residences to requiring engineering for avalanche forces.  
All structures in the avalanche overlay zoning district are now required to be 
engineered to withstand the avalanche forces they may be subject to.  The City has 
been able to provide isolation shut down controls for the power utility and is working 
with the gas company to also provide that capability. 

 
6)  “The City of Ketchum will protect its buildings and infrastructure from damage by 

lightning.” 
 
The City Hall building and all of its infrastructure have been upgraded to current 
grounding, surge protection and lightning protection specifications. 
 
7)  “The City of Ketchum will provide auxiliary power and fuel source for City services 

in case of power outage.” 
 
This has been completed for essential facilities, including Police and Fire and the 
water and sewer infrastructure.  Funding is actively being sought to provide backup 
power systems for evacuation shelters.  The Ketchum Energy Advisory Committee is 
researching the possibility of an islandable micro-grid to provide power backup for 
essential services and shelters. 
 
8)  “The City of Ketchum will increase the security of City infrastructure.” 
 
The City has not yet initiated this project due to shortages of staff time and budget. 
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9)  “The City of Ketchum will ensure that water system capacity meets fire demands.” 
 
The City has hired a consultant to develop an updated Water System Master Plan.  It 
has determined the need for a new well and is identifying potential properties. 
 
10)  “The City of Ketchum will reduce risk to lives and properties from wildfires.” 

The City is in the process of seeking funding, through Idaho Department of Land 
grants, to create and fund a Firewise Team to provide education and mitigation of 
wildfire risks.  It continues its efforts to be designated a Firewise Community, which 
can occur once the County adopts the 2012 International Fire Code (IFC). 
 
11) “The City of Ketchum will reduce the potential for external non-authorized access to 

protected information and systems.” 
 
In 2015 the City completed a project to interconnect all City infrastructures with 
primary and redundant communications systems in existing City buildings.  The 
proposed Public Safety Building will have further enhanced systems.  The City has 
also completed installation of secure fire wall and controlled access systems to all City 
infrastructure property.   
 
12) “The City of Ketchum will identify and increase awareness of potential hazardous 

material transport and storage locations in the city.” 
 
Through the adoption of the 2012 IFC, the City now has a hazardous waste permitting 
process and requires placards to identify hazardous waste at all hazardous waste 
locations. 

 
13) “The City of Ketchum will ensure that its networks and communications systems 

are fully functional in the event of an emergency.” 
 
In 2015 the City installed primary and redundant network capacity for disaster 
response and recovery to ensure that its networks and communications systems are 
fully functional in the event of an emergency. 
 

4.  Discuss why any objectives were not reached or why implementation is behind schedule: 
 
The 2015 Blaine County Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazard Mitigation Plan was adopted in June 
2015.  It outlines the above set of goals with multi-year objectives and projects.  Many of 
those projects are dependent on finding funding.  Some of that funding was not identified in 
2015 due to shortages of staff time and budget. 
 
5. What are the recommendations for new projects or revised recommendations? 
 
The 2015 Blaine County Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazard Mitigation Plan update contains 
recommendations for projects to deal with the following hazards: 
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 Cyber terrorism study and plan 

 Storm water plan and implementation 

 Power outages plan 

 Avalanches - gas shut off plan 

 Wildfire evacuation plan 

 Terrorism – securement of water tanks and pump houses 

 Drought – well and water protection 

 Winter storm – fuel shortages, power outages 

 Earthquake – harden infrastructure 

 Lightning – lightning rods, grounding, surge protection 

 Flash flooding study, management plan, implementation 

 Hazardous materials – placards on pump stations 

 Riverine flooding 

 
 


