
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
April 2015 

Dear Property Owners and Members of the Community: 

As owners or residents of property within or near the 100-year floodplain, the city annually notifies you of the 
risks associated with residing in the floodplain. We hope this letter provides you with valuable information that 
will increase your flood awareness, personal safety, and help protect your property.   

OVERVIEW 

The city of Ketchum has several rivers and creeks, including the Big Wood River, Warm Springs Creek and Trail 
Creek, and their side channels and tributaries that are susceptible to annual flooding events.  Flooding can pose a 
threat to life and safety and can cause significant property damage.  The city has approximately 171.2 acres of 
floodplain and 330 parcels located partially or fully within the floodplain.  (See the map on the last page of this 
letter.) The flood of 2006 was a significant flooding event in Ketchum and while many properties within the 100-
year floodplain were under water, property damage was minimal.   

CAUSES OF FLOODING IN KETCHUM 

Flooding happens when climate (or weather patterns), geology, and hydrology combine to create conditions 
where the river and stream waters flow outside their usual course and overflow their banks.  In addition, 
development can constrict natural stream flow and contribute to seasonal flooding conditions, especially when 
built impediments cause waters to back up.  Flooding generally occurs in the spring when large snow pack in the 
nearby mountains melts quickly, especially in the presence of frozen ground and rain.  Development in the 
floodplain, loss of riparian vegetation, and channelization of the stream banks has led to increased flood hazard as 
well.  Recent wildfires have also increased the risk of flooding in the Wood River Valley. 

FLOOD INSURANCE 

Since 1992, the city of Ketchum has been a member of the National Flood Insurance Program’s (NFIP) Community 
Rating System (CRS).  The city is proud to currently be in Class 6 (reduced from Class 8 in 2012) of the CRS rating 
scale, which means that residents in Special Flood Hazard Areas (100-year floodplain) receive a 20% reduction on 
flood insurance premiums.  The NFIP’s Dwelling Policy offers coverage for building property (up to $250,000) and 
personal property or contents (up to $100,000).  Flood insurance is not included in a standard homeowners’ 
insurance policy.  Please see NFIP Summary of Coverage on the city’s website at:  
http://www.ketchumidaho.org/index.aspx?NID=362 

INFORMATION FROM THE CITY OF KETCHUM:   

• The city of Ketchum’s Municipal Code, Chapter 17.88, Floodplain Overlay District, regulates development in 
the floodplain and stream bank alterations.  It can be viewed on the city’s website at  
www.ketchumidaho.org, by using the Municipal Code link.   This code pertains to all properties that contain 
land within the 100-year floodplain and all properties that border the Big Wood River, Warm Springs Creek, 
Trail Creek or their channels or tributaries.  It allows no development, including excavating (digging), filling 
(dumping) or disturbance of vegetation in the 25-foot riparian setback along a river without a permit from the 
city.  City Planning Division staff is available to provide floodplain information assistance at (208) 726-7801.  
Staff is also available to make site visits to provide one-on-one advice regarding floodplain issues and flooding 

 

http://www.ketchumidaho.org/index.aspx?NID=362
http://www.ketchumidaho.org/


and drainage problems.  Retrofitting advice is also available.  Please call the number above to make an 
appointment or report a violation. 

• Section 8.08, Article I. “Nuisances Generally,” of the Municipal Code, also prohibits dumping or interference in 
any water or drainage course in the city.  Violations may be reported to the Planning Division as noted above. 

• Chapter 17.88.070:  Provisions for Flood Hazard Reduction places requirements on construction of all new or 
substantial improvements.  These include anchoring, floor resistant materials and methods, utility placement 
above the base flood elevation and installation of flood vents. 

• If your property lacks vegetation along the stream bank, the best bank stabilizers include Coyote Willow, River 
Birch, Red-twig Dogwood, and Chokecherry.  Planting natural riparian vegetation helps stabilize the river bank 
and enhances the habitat and health of the river. Permission must be obtained from the city before 
commencement of any work in the 25-foot riparian setback along a river.  For additional information on 
appropriate plant species, please contact the Wood River Land Trust at (208) 788-3947, City Planning Division 
at (208) 726-7801, or the City Arborist (208) 726-7820 extension 102. 

• Restrictions on use of fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides near the river:  No use of restricted chemicals or 
soil sterilants within 100 feet of the river; no use of pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers within 25 feet of the 
river; applications of herbicides and pesticides beyond 25 feet, but within 100 feet, from the river must be 
done by a licensed applicator and applied at minimum rates; and herbicides and pesticides may only be 
applied twice per year (once in spring after chance of flood and once in fall).   

• The city has installed a NOAA weather radio transmitter.  Residents can purchase weather radios which will 
allow them to receive weather information and warnings.   

• Elevation Certificates associated with construction projects within the city are available at the city of Ketchum 
Planning Division or online at  www.ketchumidaho.org   

• FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) and other FEMA information are available at the city’s Planning 
Division offices and at The Community Library.  In addition, the city’s GIS mapping system depicts the FIRM 
data and identifies whether individual properties contain 100-year floodplain.  Go to www.ketchumidaho.org 
and click on the Maps link. 

 

FLOOD SAFETY: 

If flooding is imminent, affected residents will be notified by a reverse 911 telephone call.  In addition, the 
Emergency Alert System will broadcast warnings via the local radio stations, KECH and KSKI, and via email or text 
to those who have signed up for the service at the Blaine County Emergency Alert Program at  
https://ww2.everbridge.net/citizen/EverbridgeGateway.action?body=home&gis_alias_id=670761. 
The guidelines for determining if an emergency is imminent include the water equivalent measurements at 
Galena, Galena Summit, Dollar Hide and Lost Wood Divide as recorded by the Soil Conservation Service in Hailey, 
Idaho; forecast temperatures available from the National Weather Service; and the flow of the Big Wood River as 
measured at the Hailey gauging station and recorded by the USGS in Boise, Idaho.     
The city of Ketchum has developed an annually updated Flood Plan and is prepared to protect city property and 
infrastructure and respond to life safety emergencies in the event of a flood.  The city of Ketchum does not have 
the resources to assist property owners in protecting structures from floods or pumping water from basements. 
The city will respond to emergencies, but some if not all city services may be cancelled during a flood event. 
All property owners within the floodplain should prepare an evacuation plan that includes: 
• A meeting place outside of the house, and 
• An escape route out of the floodplain and away from flood waters. 

PRIOR TO A FLOOD: 
1.  Elevate furnaces, water heaters, electric panels, all chemicals and fertilizers above the base flood elevation; 
2.   Seal walls in basements, if applicable, with waterproofing compounds to avoid seepage;  
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3.   Secure outdoor furniture, equipment, and barbeques – disconnect propane tanks and secure; 
4.   Remove essential and irreplaceable items from flood prone areas of the property; and,  
5.  Purchase flood insurance, which is available to property owners due to the city of Ketchum’s participation in 

the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  A 30-day waiting period exists before flood insurance goes into 
effect.  Losses from floods are not covered under homeowners’ insurance policies. 

DURING A FLOOD: 
1.   If instructed to do so, or if flood waters reach utilities, turn off utilities at the main switches or valves or 

contact your service provider to turn off utilities; 
2.  Disconnect electrical appliances and do not touch electrical equipment if you are wet or standing in water; 
3.   Do not walk through moving water.  Ankle deep water can be enough to make you fall; 
4.   Do not drive through standing or moving water.  Six (6) inches of water can make many vehicles lose control 

and stall.  One (1) foot of water will float many vehicles.  Two (2) feet of rushing water can carry away SUV’s 
and trucks; and,  

5.  Be aware of potable water conditions and contamination in surface water, especially if you have a private 
well, septic system, or if you live in an area with septic systems. Pets can become ill from drinking flood 
waters or any surface water during a flood – please keep an eye on pets.   

DURING A FLOOD, PROPERTY OWNERS HAVE THE RIGHT TO ATTEMPT TO PROTECT THEIR STRUCTURES USING THE FOLLOWING 
METHODS: 
1.   Place filled sandbags or water bladders within six (6) to ten (10) feet of the perimeter of the structure.  DO 

NOT PLACE SANDBAGS AND BLADDERS NEAR OR IN THE ACTUAL STREAM BANKS, for they may divert water to 
other properties.  The city monitors activities and will provide enforcement of inappropriate activities. Any 
obstruction or condition on one’s property, including without limitation, bladders and berms, which diverts 
water from one’s property and causes damage or immediate threat to health, safety, welfare or property, is a 
nuisance and the Chief of Police has the power to abate (pursuant to Ordinance 985).    

2.   If the stream bank is eroding, or a tree has fallen and taken out the bank and public health, safety, or welfare 
is threatened, property owners can apply for an Emergency Stream Bank Stabilization permit to allow them to 
perform the necessary stabilization work within several days. Emergency permits MUST be approved by the 
Planning Division prior to the performance of any work.  Applications and procedures are available by 
contacting the Planning Division at (208) 726-7801.   

OTHER NOTES ON PROCEDURES DURING A FLOOD: 
1.   The Ketchum Police Department will execute evacuation procedures if areas of the city need to be evacuated.  

Evacuees will be notified of a designated emergency shelter and assisted with transportation needs, if the 
shelter is located outside of Ketchum. 

2.   Pets are typically not accepted into emergency shelters, but the City of Ketchum will attempt to find 
emergency shelter for your pet if needed.  Update your pets’ vaccinations and Blaine County Animal License 
Identification to ensure that your pet will not be denied shelter.  Do not leave pets in pens or tied-up in yards 
during a flood event.   
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IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

For non-emergencies, call Police:  (208) 726-7819   
 

City of Ketchum, Website Homepage:  
www.ketchumidaho.org 
 

City of Ketchum, Website Floodplain Information:  
www.ketchumidaho.org 
Click on Flood Facts 
 

City of Ketchum Planning and Building Department,  
 Telephone: (208) 726-7801 
 Fax:    (208) 726-7812 
 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 
Region X 
 Telephone: (425) 487-4600 
 Website: www.fema.gov/nfip 

 

Idaho Department of Water Resources 
 Telephone: (208) 736-3033 
 Fax:    (208) 736-3037 

Website: http://www.idwr.idaho.gov/ 
Email:  IDWRinfo@idwr.idaho.gov 

In an emergency, call:  911 
 

Helpful Websites: 
• NOAA NWS Pocatello - 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/climate/xmacis.php?
wfo=pih  

• FEMA Disaster Preparedness -  
www.Ready.gov 

• Idaho Bureau of Homeland Security - 
www.Bhs.idaho.gov 

 

Stream Flow Gauges: 
• Big Wood River at Hailey, Idaho - 

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/id/nwis/uv?site_no=1
3139510  

• Warm Springs Creek at Ketchum Idaho - 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/id/nwis/uv/?site_ 
no=13137000&PARAmeter_cd=00065,00060,00010  

• Trail Creek at Ketchum, Idaho - 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/id/nwis/uv/?site_no=
13137500&PARAmeter_cd=00065,00060,00010  

 
SNOTEL Sites for precipitation gauges: 

• http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snotel/Idaho/ida
ho.html  

 
OTHER LOCAL HAZARDS 
Other local hazards exist in the Ketchum area.  The city has established emergency procedures that will be 
followed in the event of  an emergency.  Identified natural hazards and their associated risk include: 

 Frequency Magnitude 
Weather   
     Drought Medium Medium 
     Extreme heat  Low Low 
     Extreme cold High High 
     Severe winter storm High High 
     Lightning High Low 
     Hail High Low 
     Tornado Low Low 
     Straight line wind High Low 
Flooding   
     Flash flooding High Medium 
     River flooding Medium High 
     Dam failure Medium Low 
Geologic   
     Earthquake Medium High 
     Landslide/mudslide High High 
     Snow avalanche High High 
Other   
     Wildfire High High 
     Biological Low Medium 
     Terrorism Low High 
     Nuclear Low Medium 
     Hazardous Materials High High 
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