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The Ketchum Fire Department operates specialized teams trained in backcountry medical rescue (high angle rope rescue), swift water rescue, ice/cold water rescue and avalanche/winter rescue.  We have found ourselves increasingly involved in incidents requiring these skills, many of which are more traditionally done by Search and Rescue teams.  Idaho State Code places responsibility for the rescue of an injured party in a known location upon the ambulance provider.  Idaho State Code also requires that the Fire Department/EMS Agency having jurisdiction provide an incident commander and be the lead agency for all rescue operations anywhere where the location of the trapped or injured individual is known, including avalanches.

It is difficult to meet these rescue responsibilities in addition to our main role as Fire/EMS providers.  We are fortunate to be able to call upon the skills our members possess from their personal interests and activities outside of the fire department.  We have been able to provide excellent equipment and training to our members.  We also recognize that there are other resources in the valley that possess technical skills and equipment which can help us meet our mission.  Therefore, we have taken an active role in supporting other agencies and fostering interagency training and communication.

Increased regulations following industry-wide near-misses and accidents have caused air ambulance providers to re-evaluate their role in backcountry rescues.  We investigated what private helicopter resources are available for hire should the need arise.

Backcountry Medical Rescue Team

This team provides Paramedic level emergency medical care in the backcountry and is jointly funded and operated with the Sun Valley Fire Department.  All department members are trained to an awareness level where they learn how to operate a wheeled litter, communications equipment and to hike in specialized equipment in support of Team members.  Team members receive additional training in rope rescue and conduct monthly training during the snow-free months.  We work closely with Blaine County Search and Rescue and Wood River Fire and Rescue.  For emergencies which require a greater level of expertise, we maintain communication lines with Jenny Lake Rescue (Teton National Park) and Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue.   We developed and distributed a Rescue Resource Book, which identifies resources available in Blaine County, the State of Idaho and neighboring states.  We have been focusing on replacing outdated equipment and providing members with basic survival skills and equipment.  Recent rescues have shown the value of motorized 2 wheel transport (Rokons, courtesy of the Wood River Bicycle Coalition, and personally owned motorcycles).  They provide faster access to confirm patient location and initiate medical care.  We are investigating a program similar to Boise Fire where we would have dedicated two wheel rescue vehicles.  The Ketchum/Sun Valley Volunteer Association replaced our aging Gaiter with a Ranger ATV capable of transporting a patient in a litter with an attending medic. They also invested in Satellite communication and tracking equipment to increase rescuer safety.


 


Swift Water Rescue

All members of the department are trained to an awareness level in swift water rescue.  We have five members trained to the technician level which provides the expertise to enter moving water and perform a rescue.  We have throw bags and personal floatation devices in all of our apparatus.  Equipment caches for two rescuers are located at all three of our fire stations. The potential for a white water park at Hulen Meadows offers the opportunity for a safer training area.  It may also necessitate updating our equipment to dry suits and increasing the number of technicians.
Following the Castle Rock Fire we saw mud and debris flows in unpopulated areas of our district.  We are already seeing mud and debris flows from the Beaver Creek fire effecting residential areas.  We will need to update our training for responding to these types of incidents.  

Ice/Cold Water Rescue

The fire department maintains complete equipment caches for two rescuers at each of our three stations.  All members receive training which allows them to don a suit, similar to those used in an emergency by fisherman in the Bering Sea, and perform a rescue on ice or in cold water.  We host an annual training exercise at the Golden Eagle Pond where fire fighters from Sun Valley and Wood River Fire and Rescue also receive training.


Avalanche/Winter Rescue

The City of Ketchum has the potential for catastrophic avalanches occurring in its residential areas.  Inquiries with the Idaho Department of Homeland Security indicate that local resources will need to be self reliant for quite a while should the “big one” occur.  Additionally we are seeing an increase in recreation in the backcountry and unfortunately an increase in injuries/fatalities and avalanches.

We continue to update the city’s avalanche plan and maintain safety equipment for the Police and Street Departments.  During the winter we maintain close contact with the Sawtooth National Forest Avalanche Center to help inform the public when avalanche danger threatens developed areas.  The City of Ketchum is a sponsor of the daily avalanche forecast.  The Ketchum Rural Fire District allows the Center to place avalanche information signs at both rural stations.

All of our members are trained to an operations level.  Members with additional skills form a rescue team.  We maintain equipment caches at all three of our stations.  We have recently identified that our personnel were lacking in winter survival equipment.  We have been working to update our inventory and training to address that.  We partner with the Sun Valley Fire Department which maintains and staffs snowmobiles and a rescue sled.  
The Ketchum Volunteer Association appropriated money raised through the Firefighters’ Ball to purchase an Akia rescue toboggan and equip the Ranger ATV with tracks allowing it to be used like a snowcat.

Winter rescues require a lot of personnel with specialized skills and equipment.  We cannot do it alone.  We have been working hard to build relationships with other agencies who are involved in winter rescue.  We work very closely with the Sun Valley Helicopter Ski Guides who bring a lot of expertise and a helicopter with an outstanding pilot to the table.  We allow the Galena Backcountry Ski Patrol to maintain their equipment cache at the Griffin Butte Station and train at our facilities.  Along with our medical director we facilitated a meeting with all of the air rescue pilots to address issues such as landing zone preparation and radio frequencies.  We hosted a meeting with Blaine County Search and Rescue, Galena Backcountry Ski Patrol, Sun Valley Helicopter Ski Guides, Lifeflight, Air St. Luke’s, Sun Valley Ski Patrol and Wood River Fire and Rescue to insure that we are all on the same page for mutual aid response.   


Building Collapse, Confined Space and Trench Rescue

Lack of time, infrequency of incidents and budgetary limitations have led to a decision not to currently maintain specialized teams in these rescue disciplines.  We have two members who have received collapse rescue training and have many members who are active in the construction industry.  Our high angle and fire/hazmat skills and equipment carry over into these three areas.  



 
 	
							
CAPTAIN MILES CANFIELD
Technical Rescue Coordinator  
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